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Amendment to the Claims : 

Please withdraw claims 1-16 (Groups I and II) without prejudice per the restriction requirement 
issued by the Examiner. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Withdrawn) An electrical connector suitable for use with a string of lights and 
a female socket, the string of lights presenting a female end including portions forming a first lead 
receptor and a second lead receptor, the female socket including portions forming a first lead 
receptor and a second lead receptor, the connector comprising: 

a conductive cord presenting a first end and a second end, the cord having an 
insulative cord housing including portions forming a first channel and a 
second channel, electrically insulated from each other, with a first conductor 
disposed in the first channel and extending firom the first end to the second 
end of the cord, an with a second conductor disposed in the second channel 
and extending form the first end to the second end of the cord; 
a first xnale plug electrically connected and in proximity with a first end of the cord, 

the first male plug having a first lead and a second lead; and 
a second male plug electrically coimected and in proximity with a second end of the 
cord, the second male plug having a first lead and a second lead, 
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the first and second leads of the first male plug electrically and geometrically 
configured for conductive insertion respectively into the first lead receptor 
and the second lead receptor of the socket, and wherein the first male plug 
and the second male plug each have no third grounding lead, 

such that when the first male plug is conductively inserted into the female end of the 
string of lights and the second male plug is conductively inserted into the 
female socket, and when tlie socket is electrically connected to standard on- 
line electrical power, electrical power is delivered to the string of lights. 

> 

2. (Withdrawn) The connector of claim 1 wherein the first male plug further 
including an insulative housing, the housing including portions forming an invagination suitable for 
snugly receiving the substrate and the first and second leads so that the first and second leads extend 
therefrom, the first and second leads formed to flare as they project from the invagination so. that 
when the substrate and first and second leads are snugly received in the invagination, the substrate 
and first and second leads are held in place by the mechanical tension including tension between the 
first and second leads and the mouth of the invagination. 

3. (Withdrawn) The connector of claim 1 wherein an insulative first safety cap is 
reversibly locked in the first lead and second lead of the first male plug. 
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4. (Withdrawn) The connector of claim 3 wherein an insulative second safety cap 
is reversibly locked on the fu-st lead and second lead of the second male plug. 

5. (Withdrawn) An electrical connector suitable for use with a string of lights and 
a female socket, the string of lights presenting a female end including portions forming a first lead 
receptor and a second lead receptor, the socket including portions forming a first lead receptor and 
a second lead receptor, the cormector comprising: 

a conductive cord presenting a first end and a second end, the cord including an 
insulative housing configured to form a first channel and a second chaimel 
with a first conductor disposed in the first channel and extending form the 
first end to the second end of the cord, and with a second conductor disposed 
in the second channel and extending fi-om the first end to the second end of 
the cord; 

a first male plug electrically connected and in proximity with a first end of the cord, 
the first male plug having a first lead and a second lead, the first male plug 
also including an insulati ve substrate receiving an electrically insulating the 
first male plug also including an insulative substrate receiving and electrically 
insulating the first lead and the second lead of the first male plug, the 
substrate fiirther including portions forming a hole for snugly receiving the 
first and second channels of the cord and placing the first and second 
conductors of the cord respectively in conductive connection with the first 
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and second leads, the first male plug further including an insulating housing, 
the housing including portions forming an invagination suitable for snugly 
receiving the substrate and the first and second leads so that the first and 
second leads extend therefrom, the housing fiirther including an aperture for 
threadingly receiving the cord; and 
a second male plug electrically connected and in proximity with a second end of the 
cord, 

the first and second leads of the first male plug electrically and geometrically 
configured for conductive insertion respectively into the first lead receptor 
and the second lead receptor of the female end of the string of lights^ the 
second male plug having a first lead and a second lead, the first and second 
leads electrically and geometrically configured for conductive insertion 
respectively into the first lead receptor and the second lead receptor fo the 
female socket, and wherein the first male plug and the second male plug each 
have no third grounding lead, 

such that when the first male plug is conductively inserted into the female end of the 
string of lights and the second male plug is conductively inserted into the 
female socket, and when the socket is electrically connected to standard on- 
line electrical power, electrical power is delivered to the string of lights. 
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6. (Withdrawn) The connector of claim 5 wherein an insulative first safety cap is 
reversibly locked on the first lead and second lead of the first female plug. 

7. (Withdrawn) The connect of claim 6 wherein an insulative second safety cap is 
reversibly locked on the first lead and se4cond lead of the second male plug. 

8. (Withdrawn) An electrical connector apparatus suitable for use with a string of 
lights and a female socket, the string of lights presenting a female end including portions forming 
a first lead receptor and a second lead receptor, the female socket including portions forming a first 
lead receptor and a second lead receptor, the connector comprising: 

a conductive cord presenting a first end and a second end, the cord having an 
insulative cord housing including portions forming a first channel and a 
second channel, electrically insulated firom each other, with a first conductor 
disposed in the first channel and extending form the first end to the second 
end of the cord, and with a second conductor disposed in the second channel 
and extending form the first end to the second end of the cord, the cord 
presenting an axial cord length; 

a first male plug electrically connected and in proximity with a first end of the cord, 
the first male plug having a first lead, a second lead, both the first lead and 
the second lead presenting substantially parallel longitudinal axes, the first 
male plug further including a first plug housing suitably form3ed to receive 
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the first lead and the second lead, the first plug housing presenting a first plug 
housing diameter substantially transverse to the longitudinal direction of the 
first lead and the second lead; 
a second male plug electrically connected and in proximity with a second end of the 
cord, the second male plug having a first lead, a second lead, both the first 
lead and the second lead presenting parallel longitudinal axes, the second 
male plug further including a second plug housing suitably formed to receive 
the first lead and the second lead, the second housing presenting a second 
plug housing diameter substantially transverse to the longitudinal direction 
of the first lead and the second lead; and 
a hollow insulative jacket including a first end and a second end, the jacket 
presenting an axial housing length, portions of the jacket forming an interior 
channel such that the first and the second end are in interior spatial 
communication, the j acket including a neck portion between the first end and 
the second end, the neck portion forming a neck passage that is part of the 
interior channel fo the jacket, the neck passage presenting a minimum 
diameter less than either the first plug housing diameter or the second plug 
housing diameter; 

the length of the cord slightly greater than the half the length of the jacket, with the 
electrical connector disposed within the interior channel for reversible, 
slidable axial motion therein, such that when the first male plug is axially 
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fiilly displaced so as to be exposed axially beyond the first end of the 
housing, the second male plug is mechanically abutted to the interior of the 
neck; 

and fiiither when the second male plug is axially fully displaced as to be exposed 
beyond the second end of the jacket, the first male plug is mechanically 
abutted to the interior of the neck, 

the first and second leads of the first male plug electrically and geometrically 
configured for conductive insertion respectively into the first lead receptor 
and the second lead receptor of the female end of the string of lights, the first 
and second leads of the second male plug electrically and geometrically 
configured for conductive insertion respectively into the first lead yeceptbr 
and the second lead receptor of the socket, and wherein the first male plug 
and the second male plug each have no third grounding lead, 

such that when the first male plug is conductively inserted into the female end of the 
string of lights and the second male plug is conductively inserted into the 
female socket, and when the socket is electrically connected to standard on- 
line electrical power, electrical power is delivered to the string of lights. 

9. (Withdrawn) The electrical connector apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first 
jacket end is threaded. 
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10. (Withdrawn) The electrical connector apparatus of claim 8, wherein the second 
jacket end is threaded. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A hollow insulative jacket presenting an axial jacket length, and 
suitable for adaptive use with an electrical connector, the electrical connector including a conductive 
cord presenting a first end and a second end, the cord having an insulative cord housing including 
portions forming a first channel and a second channel, electrically insulated from each other, with 
a first conductor disposed in the first channel and extending firom the first end to the second end of 
the cord, and with a second conductor disposed in the second channel and extending from the first 
end to the second end of the cord, 

a first male plug electrically connected and in proximity with a first end of the cord, 
the first male plug having a first lead and a second lead, and a first plug 
housing, the plug housing presenting a first plug housing diameter, 

a second male plug electrically connected and in proximity with a second end of.the 
cord, the second male plug having a first lead and a second lead, and a second 
plug housing, the plug housing presenting a second plug housing diameter, 

the hollow insulative jacket including: 

a first end; 

a second end; and 

a neck portion disposed between the first end and the second end, portions of the 
housing and forming an interior channel such that the first end and the second 
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end of the jacket are in interior spatial communication, the neck portion 
forming a neck passage that is part of the interior channel of the housing, the 
neck passage presenting a minimum diameter less than either the first plug 
housing diameter or the second plug housing diameter. 

12. (Withdrawn) The hollow insulative jacket of claim 1 1 wherein the first jacket 
end is externally threaded. 

13. (Withdrawn) The hollow insulative jacket of claim 12 further including a first 
insulative cover configured with internal threading for reversibly threaded reception on the threaded 
first end of the jacket. 

14. (Withdrawn) The hollow insulative jacket of claim 13 wherein the second jacket 
end is externally threaded. 

15. (Withdrawn) The hollow insulative jacket of claim 14 further including a second 
insulative cover configured with internal threading for reversibly threaded reception on the threaded 
second end of the jacket. 



16. (Withdrawn) The hollow insulative jacket of Claim 11 wherein the axial housing 
length is substantially twice as long as the axial cord length of the electrical connector. 
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17. (Previously presented) The combination comprising: 

a light string including an elongated electrical cord presenting a male connector end 
and an opposed female connector end, and a plurality of lights along the 
length of and operatively connected with said electrical cord; and 

an electrical connector including an electrical conductor having first and second 
ends, a first male electrical plug at said first end and a second male electrical 
plug at said second end, 

said first male electrical plug operatively inserted into the female connector end of 
said light string, 

said second male electrical plug of said electrical connector adapted for connection 
to a female electrical connector to deliver electrical power to said light string. 

1 8. (Previously presented) The combination of claim 1 7, including a conventional 
electrical extension cord, said second male electrical plug of said electrical connector operatively 
connected with the extension cord. 

19. (Previously presented) The combination of claim 17, said first and second male 
electrical plugs each having no third grounding lead. 
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20. (Previously presented) A method of electrically connecting a string of lights so 
as to provide electrical power to the lights, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a light string including an elongated electrical cord presenting a male 
connector end and an opposed female connector end, and a plurality of lights 
along the length of and operatively connected with said electrical cord; 

stringing said light string in a desired location, with said female connector end 
exposed; 

providing an electrical connector including an electrical conductor having first and 
second ends, a first male electrical plug at said first end and a second male 
electrical plug at said second end; 
inserting said first male electrical plug into said exposed female connector end; and 
inserting said second male electrical plug into a female electrical connector in order 
to provide electrical power to said light string. 

21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, including the step of inserting 
said second male electrical plug into the female connector end of a conventional extension cord, and 
inserting the male connection end of said conventional extension cord into a wall outlet. 

22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, including the step of inserting 
said second male electrical plug into the female connector end directly into a wall outlet. 
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23. (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, including the step of stringing 
said light string about an object selected from the group consisting of a Christmas tree, doorframe, 
the outside of a house, or group of trees. 
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